
Stomptown Brass in association with Collapsing Horse present

FOUR NIGHT SOLD OUT RUN PREMIERED at 
DUBLIN FRINGE 2017

for the

TRUTH IS DEAD

     TRUTH, ONCE
 PRESENT & VALUED,  

HAS 

BECOME

 WE LIVE IN A POST-TRUTH WORLD.

     MEANINGLESS. 



Truth, we are told, is dead. If so, then who organises  
the funeral?
Stomptown Brass, the outrageously energetic 10-piece  
street-funk band, and Collapsing Horse, the most 
exciting young theatre company in Ireland, invite  
you to join them as they take on an audacious task:  
to host a funeral for the Truth. 
Witness the colourful exuberance of the Haitian 
Voodoo-inspired New Orleans jazz funeral as it 
smashes up against the mournful, solemn ceremony 
of Roman Catholicism.  
An extravagant, chaotic street party, with a dark twist.

CONCEPT 

           Really unique, poignant and clever cross 
cultural fusion of theme, music, location and 
experience. With the added bonus of unexpectedly 
dancing in the street to a live New Orleans style 
brass band. Loved it.

Avril Stanley, Festival Director,  
Body&Soul

            Requiem for the Truth was an incredible and 
epic experience for the Dublin Fringe audiences and 
a spectacular way to close out the 2017 festival. The 
show was full of drama, impact and adrenaline. It was 
engaging and enchanting from start to finish.

Kris Nelson, Artistic Director, LIFT  –  
London International Festival of Theatre

A SHOW  

BOTH LIFE-AFFIRMING 

AND OTHER-WORLDLY

  



Dan Colley
Co-Director 
& Collapsing Horse 

James O’Leary
Musical Director / Composer 
& Stomptown Brass

Robert Grant
Creator, Co-Director  
& Stomptown Brass

A BLEND OF
Original funk music and spoken 
word, inspired by the rituals of the 
New Orleans Jazz Funeral and  
Catholic Requiem Mass, infused 
with the philosophy of Friedrich 
Nietzsche and Ludwig Wittgenstein

THE SHOW 
AT A GLANCE 

CREATIVE TEAM

MUSIC – LIVE
Stomptown Brass: Robert Grant, 
Liam Ryan, James O’Leary,  
Finnian Kelly,  Brian Larkin,  
Darragh McGrath, Brendan Doherty,  
Luke Byrne

DURATION
Approximately 75 mins

STREET PERFORMANCE
In New Orlean’s style, we march  
the audience onto the street  
to end the show. 

GUEST EULOGISTS 
We invite a different artist to deliver 
a personal reflection on the death of 
truth on each night, making every 
performance unique.

MUSICAL DIRECTOR / 
COMPOSER
James O’Leary

ACTORS
Margaret Mcauliffe, Ruth McGill, 
Guest Eulogists

PRODUCERS 
Matthew Smyth, Liam Ryan

SOUND DESIGN
Peter Power



FURTHER COMMENTARY

           Stomptown Brass and Collapsing 
Horse closed out the 2017 edition of 
Dublin Fringe Festival in invigorating 
and exuberant style. Requiem for the 
Truth thrilled our audiences, combining 
the talents of two exciting Irish artistic 
collectives to offer a truly unique gig 
experience with magical flourishes 
they’ll remember for years to come.

Ruth McGowan,  
Festival Director, Dublin Fringe

           A total immersive  
spectacle with amazing music 
and performances, a perfect  
celebration to the end  
of truth.

Cian O’Brien,  
Artistic Director,  
Project Arts Centre

           Spectacular show,  
we absolutely LOVED it.

Foil Arms & Hog,  
Irish Comedy Group

      

ABOUT STOMPTOWN BRASS

Stomptown Brass have emerged as one of the most unique acts in Ireland 
in recent times. Blending the sounds of funk and blues with a raucous 
cacophony of powerful driving rhythms, Stomptown Brass make the most  
of their impressive line-up: three Drummers, three Trombones, two 
Trumpets, one Saxophone and one big dirty Tuba.

What sets Stomptown Brass apart from any other acts is the originality  
of their sound combined with the unmistakable energy of brass music.  
As a group of like-minded players, known to each other from playing with 
bands and orchestras around Dublin, their set is made up almost exclusively 
of originals written by trombonist James O Leary. The tunes include bluesy 
vocals, dark infectious grooves, disco beat breakdowns, and funky minimalist 
rhythms, all delivered with a level of enthusiasm and showmanship rarely 
found on the circuit today.

ABOUT 
COLLAPSING HORSE
Collapsing Horse is a theatre company that makes comic, lo-fi, spectacular, tactile 
and virtuosic work that leaves the performers really, really sweaty at the end. 

Since 2012 we’ve produced 8 theatrical productions, a series of twelve radio 
plays and toured to London, Edinburgh, Moscow, New York and all over 
Ireland. We are artists in residence in Draíocht where we run workshops for 
D15 Youth Theatre. We also curate and produce two festivals; the Kilkenny 
Cat Laughs and Young Radicals with the Dublin Fringe. 
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